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April 18, 2003

Ms. Pamela Fletcher

Natural Resource Specialist Il

BROWARD COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

218 Southwest 1°' Avenue

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301
Socioeconomic Study of Reefs in
Southeast Florida — Final Report

Dear Ms. Fletcher:

We are pleased to submit ten bound and one unbound copies of the final report for the Socioeconomic
Study of Reefs in Southeast Florida, dated October 19, 2001, as revised April 18, 2003. This reportis
the product of a significant survey research effort and analysis of the uses and values of the artificial
and natural reefs in southeast Florida. This project’'s success was directly attributable to the
assistance and support of many individuals involved in this 20-month long effort.

The study provides estimates of the following values that represent the time period June 2000 to May
2001:

= Total reef use of residents and visitors in each of the four counties as measured in terms of
person-days.

= Economic contribution of the natural and artificial reefs as residents and visitors spend
money in each of the four counties to participate in reef-related recreation.

» Willingness of reef users to pay to maintain the natural and artificial reefs of southeast
Florida in their existing conditions.

=  Willingness of reef users to pay for additional artificial reefs in southeast Florida.

=  Socioeconomic characteristics of reef users.

Economic contribution is measured by total sales, income, and employment generated within each
county from residents and visitors who use the reefs. In addition, the opinions of residents regarding
the existence or establishment of “no-take” zones as a tool to protect existing artificial and natural reefs
are presented.

We thank you, Pamela Fletcher, for your consistent support and guidance during this project. We
know you spent significant effort in making sure this project was a success. We have enjoyed working
with the funding agencies and you and your staff at Broward County.

Very truly yours,

HAZEN AND SAWYER, P.C.

Grace M. Johns, Ph.D.
Senior Associate
Economist and Project Manager

Enclosures
c. File 40289
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Ms. Pamela Fletcher
April 18, 2003

NOTE: This document is revised from the original October 19, 2001 report. The number of person-
days that residents in Monroe County used the Monroe County reefs was increased by 11.5 percent or
0.35 million person-days to correct an error found in the model files. As a result, the following percent
increases in values occurred and are included in this revised report. Resident economic contribution
and user values in Monroe County increased by 11.5 percent. Total reef use in Monroe County and
the corresponding the economic contribution and user values increased by 7 percent. Total reef use
in all four counties and the corresponding economic contribution and user values increased by 1.2
percent.
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